
The Gold American Eagle is the official U.S. gold bullion 
and a great addition to both numismatic collections and 
investment portfolios. In fact, rarely does a coin serve 
both purposes so well. The coin, first minted in 1986, 
has been popular ever since it was issued.

Because the coin is minted based on demand, some Because the coin is minted based on demand, some 
years saw fewer Gold Eagles being produced. For 
example, in 1999, over 1.5 million 1 oz. Gold American 
Eagles were minted. On the other hand, only 221,663 of 
the 1 oz. coins were minted in 1991. What is fascinating 
for many new collectors is that, although the demand 
was lower in 1991, the demand for a 1991 Gold 
American Eagle now tends to be higher than for the American Eagle now tends to be higher than for the 
years when many more were minted.

The design on the obverse of the coin is a version of the 
beautiful Augustus Saint-Gaudens Lady Liberty holding 
her torch of enlightenment high over her head while 
clutching an olive branch in the other hand. She stands 
majestically before the rays of a rising sun. 
On the reverse is a more modern design, created by 
Miley Busiek in 1986 specifically for the Gold American 
Eagle coin. It depicts an American Eagle flying above a 
nest as a mother eagle and her hatchlings watch from 
below. 

SeSeveral different sizes are available, including a 1/10 
ounce, a 1/4 ounce, a 1/2 ounce and a 1 ounce coin. By 
far, the most popular is the 1 oz. coin. Of course, the 
Gold American Eagle would likely be popular in any size 
due to its beautiful design and gold content. 
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